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Korean National Assembly passed the draft of amendment to Code of Civil Procedure
(including Organization Act of Court), which was enforced as of January 1, 2016, in
November 2015 and the draft of amendment to Patent Attorney Act, which will be
enforced six months after its promulgation, in December 2015. These amendments are
expected to greatly affect not only Korean science and industries but also patent attorneys
and lawyers, so it deserves introduction here.

According to the amendment to Code of Civil Procedure, the cases on infringement of
intellectual property rights including patents, utility models, design, trademark and plant
breeder’s rights which are presented as of January 1, 2016 will be brought to one of the
five district courts in high courts for the first trial and be brought to the patent court for
the second trial. The current law assigns the first trial to the district courts in the whole
country and the second trial to the general high courts. Under this system, it is difficult to
ensure specialty and efficiency in the trials for the IP-related lawsuits, in which the
expertise in technology or trademark is required. This amendment is expected to enable
quick and professional judgment by the courts.

The amendment to Patent Attorney Act requires a lawyer, who can currently be
qualified also as a patent attorney on registration only, to take designated training
programs in order to get qualified as a patent attorney. The training programs are
important steps, which offer the moral and practical knowledge necessary for a patent
attorney and should not be omitted even by a qualified lawyer. This amendment might be
too late but should be welcomed, and its enforcement is expected to improve the expertise

among Korean patent attorneys.

(Translated by TIP)



