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“Construction of Blueprint of National Patent Strategy”, “High-tech
Manufacture IP-R&D Cooperation Strategy Supporting Project”, “Governmental R&D
Patent Technology Trend Research”, “IPR-oriented Technological Strategy Project”, “IP
Start-up Supporting Project” : they are all representing government-led projects
supporting IPR creation in Korea. We have other national projects which support IPR use
and IPR protection. But projects for IPR creation have comparatively more staff and
budget because only IPRs of good quality deserve use and protection. IP firms in Korea
work in the front line of these supporting projects. National budget for these projects are
so large that some IP firms focus on these supporting projects rather than on the patent
applications. There are even the courses to educate the staff for these supporting projects.

The purposes of these projects include the following : (1) finding the industry
and direction in which advantageous patent creation can be achieved, (2) cultivating small
and medium-sized enterprises armed with strong patents, (3) making patent analysis
compulsory in estimating R&D projects supported by the government to increase
efficiency and to prevent trouble in advance, (4) supporting business of companies who
have promising IPRs. Here patent analysis is used to decide where the government and
the companies should go to strengthen the industry and to develop technology.

The measures of Korean government proved successful so far. We saw large
companies decreasing patent applications so much, focusing on strong patents exclusively,
whereas applications by small and medium-sized firms and academic institutes increased
to cover the decrease. The firms who achieved good results in the government-led
supporting projects began challenging to obtain advantageous IPRs by themselves. Korea
has put emphasis on supporting IPR creation. She will soon take full-fledged measures
for IPR use and protection.

(Translated by TIP)



