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KIPO Court recently decided that service trademark “loT@home”, filed by
LGU+, one of the three largest mobile communication houses in Korea, cannot be
registered because it violated the public interest. It is reported that LGU+ is now
preparing an appeal.

Though years have passed since IoT began to be widely known, the general
public just became familiar to the concept after mobile communication companies
released full-scale smart home devices. They previously included only large-sized
household appliances ; now we have various kinds of smaller smart home devices,
which embodies noticeable creative ideas. Here we can clearly see potential power of
growth.

Market scale of IoT in Korea in 2015 is estimated to be about 10 trillion won,
which is expected to increase by 20% annually. The number of related patent applications
is also massively growing since 2011. Specialists, however, point out that Korean
companies do not yet protect the intellectual properties of IoT sufficiently, promoting
more detailed analysis and strategy. In order to be ready for fierce competition and
accompanying IP battles, KIPO announced that they would promote projects to deal with
IP litigations on IoT in future. We now truly need IPs and elaborated strategies to steal a

march on our competitors.

(Translated by TIP)



