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Recently, artificial intelligence (Al) has been adopted to support various highly
professional works. Even legal affairs which require years of experience and
thoughtfulness can be supported by Al to dramatically improve the efficiency. For
example, there is law firm using Al to research and organize precedents, and to answer
legal questions in human language.

In a more specialized and technology-oriented area, patent, the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) also developed a cutting-edge patent
document translating tool last year. The neural network translating tool trains itself by
comparing patent documents filed with different patent offices of different countries to
greatly improve the accuracy and fluency of the Al translation.

It can be foreseen that along with the development of technology, intellectual
property related tasks such as prior art search, determinations of novelty and inventive
step, and analysis of likelihood of confusion of trademarks can be done by Al in the
future. Even patent drafting and patent translation can be supported with Al to
substantially reduce the time and cost. Furthermore, different law firms may use same
template and same document generating tool to generate similar patent specifications.
Under these circumstances, the experience of the patent attorney tends to be more crucial,
because the planning and the quality of the most important part of a patent, claims, still
depend on the expertise of the patent attorney. The best protection for the clients can only
be obtained with a professional patent attorney’s elaboration.

Therefore, if an intellectual property practitioner overly relies on Al, which
causes the practitioner to be totally replaced with Al and becomes merely the operator of
the Al machine, it would be the last thing we want to see.



