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< China >

Promoting Convenience of Trademark Registration
in China

Partner, Head of the Trademark Department of CHINABLE IP

Hongxiao Sun

Along with the continuing economic growth in China, the Chinese become
more aware of the significance of trademark and the number of registration is rapidly
increasing. On the other hand, the time necessary for the trademark registration is fairly
long and the procedure is troublesome, causing complaint both home and abroad. Recent
reform can be welcomed against the above background.

The Trademark Office announced in November 2017 "an opinion on promoting
the reform of trademark registration and improving efficiency thereof". In this document,
the registration procedure will be drastically shortened by the end of 2018 as follows :
the examination period will be six months ; the notification of acceptance of the
application will be sent within one month ; the search of trademark will be two
months ; the examination of transfer will be four months ; the examination of the
change or renewal will be two months ; an appeal against examiner's decision of refusal
will averagely need seven months.

In addition, the direction of the reform is also made clear. It includes clarifying
the criteria for examination and promoting paperless procedure and the usage of Al,
which will help develop the technology of search of figures and examination, online filing
system and administration system. The Office also deregulates the regulation of the
acceptance of filing and encourages the merge of filing office and pledge registration
office. It will establish trademark examination cooperation center to increase the
efficiency of the registration. Also, according to the document, all trademark data will
soon be published.

I expect further progress such as strengthening the protection of trademark,
promoting the international establishment of brand and service efficiency etc.

(Translated by TIP)



