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Technology Leakage, Survival of Business, and
National Competitiveness

Kang & Kang International Patent & Law Office
Managing Director

Ea Roo Kang

From January 25 to 30, 2018, Korean government held “National Core
Technology Protection Strategy Meeting” under Trade Secrets Protection Center and the
related sectors of National Intelligence Service. This meeting aims at enhancing
cooperation among the related organization and establishing practical management
measures to protect national core technologies of great technological and economic
values. The cases of technology leakage are increasing and the damage will be enormous
not only for firms but also for the nation.

According to the Center, there are 166 cases of oversea technology leakage
during the 6 years from 2012 to 2017, 22 of which are concerned with national core
technology designated by the government, and this number is increasing year by year.
One company supported by the government was developing the most advanced
technology of automobile engines, but let her employee leak the technology, which was
registered as patent in the US and Europe. It amounted to a fatal incident for the company.
In July 2017, the OLED washing technology, of which Korea has the largest share in the
world, was leaked out to China. We can easily imagine that the natural consequence of
this leakage will be harmful to industrial competitiveness of the nation.

Technology leakage is a matter of issue for all countries. Leakage of national
core technology may result in huge bad effect on national security and economy as well
as on the survival of individual firms. It is of course important to obtain and utilize
patents, but each firm needs to securely prevent the technology from leaking before the
registration. In addition, the government must urge cooperation among the related
organizations for improving security of technology and establish national measures
against this issue.

(Translated by TIP)



