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On the previous article, we confirmed the character of a software for drawing of a
patent application and the workflow on drawing with a drawing software. Next, we shall inspect
the workflow with 3DCAD as below.

Figure 1 shows an example of workflow on drawing with 3DCAD. When you use
3DCAD, you also choose the information put into the drawing at first like the case with a drawing
software. But, in this case, the next step is a formation of a 3D model straightaway. If you are
given the 3D model from the client or production department, you can use it with some minor
revisions as it is and reduce the workload drastically or to zero. This is a great advantage of
3DCAD drawing. But if not, this process demands the greatest workloads. After completion of a
3D model, the next process is the viewpoint and composition check. Because 3DCAD has a merit
of its easy changing a viewpoint, you do not have to take extra workloads in spite of need of
change or modification on the viewpoint. The outline drawn by 3DCAD is traced by a drawing
software occasionally. This process requires the personal skill of drawing a ‘proper’ line, so you
need experts or a certain amount of workloads. On the other hand, recently some drawing
software were equipped with a feature of contour line extraction from a picture, and it has reduced
the workloads than previously. The following process is a simple modification of details with a
drawing software. Because the modification of the 3D model itself requires a consideration of
structure other than necessary parts for the drawing and it takes a lot of time.
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Figure I ~ An Example of Workflow on Drawing with a Drawing Software
(Translated by TIP)



