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Utilization of support system for
foreign applications etc.
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Hiroyuki Okada

There is concern about the rise in protectionism typified by the tight raise
competition between the US and the US triggered by the infringement of intellectual
property rights and the British departure from the EU. On the other hand, due to the
progress of international division of labor, enterprises are unavoidably required to deal
with globalization.

Also, the use of Al based on big data, IoT technology for big data collection
and block chains are expanding beyond national borders.

In these circumstances, the number of patent applications in the world has
increased 1.7 times in the past 10 years, but the number of Japanese patent applications
has decreased to almost 80%. In addition, the number of patents filed abroad from Japan
has remained flat at around 200,000 since 2012. Therefore, only the relative proportion of
foreign applications to national applications is ironically increasing.

Also, when looking at the breakdown of the applicant, not only the proportion
of the applications filed by the top 1,000 applications but also the number of cases
themselves are increasing. From this, it can be said that there is a growing tendency for
foreign applications to be filed by diverse companies such as medium- and small-sized
and venture companies in addition to large companies.

For this reason, considerable support is being given to domestic SMEs and
venture companies for intellectual property activities.

For example, from Ist April this year, applications for exemption request and
patent fee reduction can be easily applied to Japanese applications which are the
foundation of foreign applications, and the amount of examination request fee and patent
fee, It will be reduced to 1/2 or 1/3. In addition, the search fee, the sending fee, and the
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preliminary examination fee to be paid for the international application (PCT) are reduced
to 1/3. An application fee of 2/3 will be issued for international filing fee and handling fee
paid to WIPO.

Towa Nagisa International Patent Office will also take note of the utilization of
these support measures and will continue to work diligently to serve your business
activities.



