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This issue was contributed by experts from various countries with the main theme of
“Trade and Intellectual Property” based on the progress of business globalization and discussions
on free trade agreements.

When conducting trade with foreign countries, it is important to ensure appropriate
legal protection by intellectual property rights at the point of sale for both exporters and
importers.

There are many matters to consider regarding the relationship between cross-border
business and intellectual property rights, such as national laws, treaties and agreements,
enforcement, jurisdiction and exhaustion of rights.

In addition to the protection issues associated with the distribution of goods, there are
trading forms in which the intellectual property itself is bought and sold, licensed, etc., and there
are multiple congestions at the intersection of trade and intellectual property. However, diverse
perspectives and expertise are required.

I would like to express my deep appreciation to all the contributors for providing
useful insights into the connection between such sophisticated trade and intellectual property.

In addition, contributions based on other themes are not easy to overlook, and we believe that the
issue has been fulfilled.

In conjunction with the theme of the special feature, in the “Intellectual Property
Circumstances as Seen from Data” (p94-p97), the PCT application top countries, the transition of
the number of PCT applications accepted by the Japan Patent Office, and Japan's intellectual
property balance The transition of is introduced.

I would appreciate it if you would be helpful to readers.



