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Korea is a trading nation that imports the raw materials and exports the finished
product. The free trade system makes the whole world one factory and promotes international
cooperation and division of labour. If something prejudices this system, it endangers the Korean
economy based on free trade.

However, free trade is not complete freedom system. Cooperation and division of
labour are based on international confidence. So it is not tolerated unfair trade. Import the
products that infringe IPR is one kind of unfair trade. This is a reason that many countries have
regulations for import bans. In U.S.-China trade disputes, the two countries do not agree with the
IPR system. It is difficult to deny that trade is closely bound up with the IPR system.

The Korean government recently reacts against the trade management measures of
Japan because it is a violation of the free trade system. Some Japanese companies also worry that
this situation gives them difficulties on a grant of a patent in Korea. It is unbelievable and should
not be. The unfair treatment of IPR protection is one of the unfair trade. This is opposite to free
trade system that is the basis of the Korean economy.

These administrative measures adopted for trade friction can always be revoked
through dialogue and compromise. However, unfair measures on IPR make distrust that is
difficult to remove later. This is a reason that IPR protection should always be fair, even if there is
under trade friction.

A pennce.

(Translated by TNIIP)



