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With the prosperity of technology development, online trading has become a brand-
new trend. With online trading, it's much easier for entrepreneurs to expand their business
territories overseas ; however, it also causes counterfeits to spread more quickly. In the following
paragraphs, focus will be place on the connection between online trading and products which
infringe upon trademarks and copyrights, along with some useful means for collecting evidence
of crime in Taiwan.

Selling infringing products upon intellectual property rights, especially trademarks
and copyrights, is one of the criminal patterns of online trading. Most of the times, the counterfeits
are shipped from foreign countries. There are several difficulties for the victims to face with :
how to identify the manufacturers of the infringing products; how to prove the extent of
damage ; and how to gather evidences overseas, when the infringing products are imported from
other countries.

To deal with the dilemma above, we can take advantage of the ways below which are
feasible in Taiwan. First, the victims can order the counterfeits from the online shopping platform.
After receiving the counterfeits, the victims can confirm whether the products are infringing their
trademark rights/copyrights or not, and obtain the information of the shippers (the potential
infringers). Second, if the victims can confirm that the counterfeits are infringing his rights, he
could ask a notary public to preserve the web pages advertising the counterfeits. The notarized
documents can be used as evidence in litigation proceedings. In the meantime, the victims should
report the criminal facts to the police. The Second Special Police Corps, formerly known as
Intellectual Property Rights Police Team (IPRP), will continue the evidence gathering process,
such as investigating the companies or factories which manufacture these infringing products with
search-warrant, or requesting the online shopping platform to provide the quantities of actual sold
infringing products.

With the convenience of purchasing foreign commodities online, it's inevitable to
confront the increasing infringement issues. As a result, to gather complete evidences before
taking legal actions and to ask the correct public authority for help are definitely the most
important steps to successfully protect our IP rights.



