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It's been a long way. And there is still a long way ahead. IP legislation has never been
linear, but governments have always tried hard to harmonize and simplify the IP systems.
Although the general political climate does not seem to be favorable for rapid progress on a global
level, many projects have been very successfully developed in the past.

The role of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and its predecessor
cannot be overestimated. WIPO, which is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN) with
its headquarter in Geneva (Switzerland) was created in 1967 "to encourage creative activity, to
promote the protection of intellectual property throughout the world". WIPO with its current 192
member states has been the driving force behind many treaties and systems that aim to harmonize
and simplify the registration of IP rights.

WIPO and the World Trade Organization (WTO), which presently has 164 member
states, are independent organizations, but aim to have a mutually supportive relationship. One of
the important WTO-agreements is TRIPS which sets minimum standards with regard to all basic
IP rights for all its member states. Besides WIPO and WTO there exist trade agreements between
two or more countries (e.g. NAFTA, CPTPP) which usually contain regulations about the mutual
recognition of IP rights.

An impressing success story is the Madrid trademark system for obtaining
International Registrations. Dating back to 1891, it facilitates the registration of trademarks in
multiple jurisdictions around the world by way of one application and a single registration. The
advantages range from simpler portfolio management to cost savings. The list of member states is
steadily growing. The Madrid Union currently has 106 members, covering 122 countries and
representing more than 80% of the world trade. A very recent state having joined the system is
Brazil giving hope for drawing more and more Latin American countries to participate.

Another success story is the WIPO Arbitration and Mediation Center. It provides
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time- and cost-efficient mechanisms to resolve internet domain name disputes, without the need
for court litigation. Up to now, some 45,000 cases have been handled.

The Hague system is also under the regime of WIPO and offers design protection in
the territories of up to 89 countries through a single international application. Current topics of
dispute and discussion center around the validity of a priority claim for a design application if the
representations in both the first and subsequent applications are not identical. Another debated
topic is the protection of designs in virtual and augmented realities.

The Lisbon System for the International Registration of Appellations of Origin is not
as prominent as the Madrid or Hague system. The Lisbon Agreement offers protection for an
appellation of origin in the 30 contracting parties through a single registration. The Geneva Act
(2015) extends the protection to geographical indications to better take into account existing
national or regional systems for the protection of distinctive designations. With the EU’s accession
in November 2019, the Geneva Act has entered into force for all its contracting parties on
February 26, 2020 providing protection for names identifying the geographic origin of products
such as coffee, tea, fruits, wine, pottery, glass and cloth.

One of the best known and widely used systems on the international level is the PCT
system with its more than 150 contracting states. The PCT allows to seek patent protection
simultaneously in many countries by filing a single “international” patent application. However
and in contrast to the Madrid and Hague system, the granting of patents remains under the control
of the national or regional patent Offices in the “national phases”, which have not to be entered
prior to 30 or 31 months (depending on the country) after the priority date of the first application.
Thus, a PCT application is often filed at the end of the priority year of the first application
offering additional 18 or 19 months for deciding whether and where to enter any national phase.

But even if efforts in simpler and more cost-effective protection of IP rights are
desired and respective necessary steps have been taken, the social responsibility for the big picture
must not be forgotten. A proof for addressing broader and important issues is WIPO's contribution
to fight climate change. One initiative is to host WIPO GREEN, which is a multi-stakeholder
platform aiming to promote innovation and diffusion of green technologies. More specifically, an
interactive marketplace for green technologies is provided by connecting technology and service
providers with those seeking innovative solutions. It supports global efforts to address climate
change through the skills and technologies available via its network and online database.

Another initiative of WIPO is the Global Challenges program, which aims to raise
awareness for the complex linkages between global health and access to medical technologies.
The goal is to use IP as a tool that contributes to meet the world’s most pressing health needs.

Also in the future, IP systems and issues will be progressing step by step on a global
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level. IP owners, IP attorneys, governments and intergovernmental organizations will keep

pushing for more harmonization and also social justice for the better of all.



