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< China >
Introduction of New Patent System in Hong Kong

China Patent Agent (H.K.) Ltd.

Patent Attorney, Attorney-at-Law, Assistant General Manager

Wang Jingchao

The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region amended a patent
system in Hong Kong and promulgated Patents (Amendment) Ordinance 2016 and Patents
(General) (Amendment) Rules 2019 while considering the latest trend of patent systems in other
countries. They intend to make Hong Kong the hub on innovation in science and technology and
the IP rights trade center by attracting companies to set up R&D operations and adapting to the
change of economic environment. These came into operation on 19 December 2019.

The new patent system keeps the system of ‘re-registration’ standard patent and
establishes the system of original grant patent. And it optimizes the short-term patent system and
regulates the patent agent services.

Three types of patents are complementary and an organic system in Hong Kong. It
provides cost-effectiveness, promoting filing flexibility, and the ideal environment for results of
technological innovation. The table shows the features.

The new patent system has the provisional control measure to the patent agent
services. The use of confusing titles, such as ‘registered/certified patent agent’ and ‘registered/
certified patent attorney’ is prohibited. However, it is permitted to use in Hong Kong any indicated
title that solely relates to a person’s qualification for lawful provision of patent agency services in
a jurisdiction outside Hong Kong. This measure is for building the regulation and management
total system in the future.

(Translated by TNIIP)
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