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Creation, Utilization and Protection of
Intellectual Property
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Intellectual property-related activities are mainly divided into creation, utilization and
protection. Traditionally, the activities focused on application and registration of the patent, utility
models, design and trademark. However, these were just limited to the creation of IP. Recently,
there are some actions in the fields of utilization and protection of IP.

‘Application’ was the main activity related IP for a long time. This is practically
dominated by the Intellectual Property Office. With the expansion of the fields related IP, the
activities have required the role of many other organizations.

For example, the R&D investment of the government is based on assistance in the
R&D strategies related to IP. On a policy aspect for fostering Small and Medium-sized
Enterprises, it sets the important standard of support on the IP assets of a relevant company.

For promotion to use IP, the government supported to start a business with IP and
expanded the functions of regional intellectual property center into the IP protection and deal
support.

Also, the laws and systems are amended for more effective protection of IP. In 2019,
the punitive damages system, so-called ‘three times compensation,” was legislated. It orders an
infringer to pay his whole gains to the patent owner. And, the Patent Law was also amended for
shifting the burden of proof.

The legal action was also enhanced. The Intellectual Property Office has established
special judicial police on fields of patent, design and trade secrets. They reinforced the
professionalized investigators and the organization.

The protection of IP has been progressing not only in Korea but in the cooperative
relationship with the foreign countries (Vietnam, Thailand) where they control counterfeits sold

as Korean products.
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These efforts need the cooperation of not the Intellectual Property Office but
organizations of many other fields on justice, administration and legislation. And these must be

continued.

(Translated by TNIIP)



