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Where does the term “condition of production”
come from?
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My debut article in academic journals is titled “Irregularities of Capitalist Market with
Plural Conditions of Production”, published in 2013, in which I study how technological factors
affect the market. Recently, I came to a question of what is the difference between the concept of
“conditions of production” and that of production technology. The latter must be much familiar to
most readers. I take this opportunity to explain the terminology briefly.

The above article mainly addresses the issues of K. Marx’s Capital Vol.3, Chapter 10
“Equalisation of the General Rate of Profit Through Competition. Market-Prices and Market-
Values. Surplus-Profit.” However, Marx uses the term “condition of production” not in this
chapter, but in Chapter 1, Capital Vol.1, “The Commodity.” Marx maintains the value of the
commodity is determined by “the labour-time required to produce any use-value under the
conditions of production normal for a given society [vorhandenen gesellschaftlich-normalen
Produktionsbedingunge] and with the average degree of skill and intensity of labour prevalent in
that society [gesellschaftlichen Durchschnittsgrad von Geschick und Intensitit der Arbeit].” The
concept of “conditions of production” includes all aspects except “skill and intensity of labour”,
such as technology and the level of wages for the workers. Chapter 10, Vol.3 has been studied as
the extension of this stipulation.

Technical terms sometimes cause meaningless confusion. Nevertheless, it often
reflects the interest of preceding studies, from which we must learn. What is important is a clear

definition, not a total expulsion of the jargons.



