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In recent years, with the progress of the fourth industrial revolution, innovative
technology development utilizing Al has been actively carried out, which has brought
about a major change in industry and further accelerated technological innovation. In
such a rapidly changing environment, “startups” utilizing innovative technologies are
expected to be active.

There are approximately 10,000 startups in Japan, and if these startups continue to
develop, they can be the driving force behind not only domestic but also global industries.
Therefore, startups need to protect competitive superior technologies as patents and make
use of these patent rights. In order to utilize patent rights, it is important to obtain patent
rights that can be used even in a market environment after the business has progressed,
for example, 10 or 15 years ahead. In startups, business progress is rapid and business
plans change quickly, so it is necessary to apply for an application in line with business
progress. Therefore, it is necessary to use patent maps and patent application technology
trend surveys to analyze the status of own and other patents, technologies and markets,
predict future market conditions, and apply for strategies that include overseas markets.
Also, the planned application strategy can also be used for subsidy procedures for foreign
applications. Planned application strategies can make use of subsidies for foreign
applications. Furthermore, from the viewpoint of the intellectual property mix, it is
effective to use the PCT, the Madrid Protocol and the Hague Agreement.

Patent attorneys are also expected to play a role in supporting startups, for example to
respond to prior art search or analysis, intellectual property value evaluation, subsidies,
and follow-ups according to the progress of the business after filing patent applications. I
would like to work as a patent attorney to contribute to the global success of startups.



