8 HAUHMAFE 1285 2 B GRAEE 21 5)

FIHRGERELISDOWVT

FOEFRFFRF BT PR
FREIRM PERTIERT SRR

oy e

2020 49 H 30 AIZHFFT AR U7 frF HESS e sl L, 2020 420
3A~S5 A, 7THIZEBWT, FRFHBEOABII RIERBIE T~ A TR I2/2 5 T
WBDIZHRE L, FEHH 2B ORI AR R T 79 A2 > TR L
Too HFIT. 2020 4E 6 HIE. B4R T 40% U1 < O & 72> TV, 3 HLL
B 0D 2 I B 22 6 6k (1 i % J-Platpat TR 25 & COVID-19 %I SRBAMR O A (=
A7) PHREND Z Eb, COVID-19 % 5 B3E o> HFA AN 52 1 37 22 5 ik HH i
DOHHEIED—RIT > TWH E B EZ BNET,

FERHEEERRIL, HES 2 » ABRE CERAFEENT S ST, 20
HEFIAS 5 F COWIM OB I RAFERGHBEORKOA Y v hEbWX FET,
COEIAY Y bRB DM, EHNHEBEHFIIREETH D Z L0 DR
TTERF I R BHRIFHIEO RSN LETH 720 . MRS HE2 D 10
ETHoTZVTHZENT AT vy heRoTWET, LLensd, fRELICH
RLUT, HDORREFIRANE - SR BRTE DNE CEMAFREEHFEEZ1T> T
B, BEMZR M LHE SN FEHFT RN M ELZ AT CTE 5 iR
FOEFL, FFEFHE~OLE ] 230E, I Z HRED 20 41295 2
LHLTEET,

L7235 T, ERFZREHIE LV RE T, EVRAICRWICEBRTE
5HbDENVZDHTLE D,



Journal of Towa Institute of Intellectual Property Vol.12,No.2 9

Of the Utility Model Registration System

Patent Attorney, Towa International Patent Office
Executive director, Towa Institute of Intellectual Property

Hiroaki Tsuno

On the preliminary statistics on patent applications published by the Patent Office on
September 30, 2020, the number of patent applications declined and the number of applications
for utility model registration increase compared to the same period of last year, from March to
May and July 2020. Especially, in June 2020, the number increased by nearly 40 per cent over the
previous year. I think that filings related to the COVID-19 measures are partly responsible for this
increase. This is because, according to the J-Platpat, there are numbers of utility model
applications (e.g., masks) related to the COVID-19 measures since March.

A utility model right is granted about two months after filing. One of the greatest
advantages of filing a utility model application is the short time frame for granting a right.

On the contrary, it has some disadvantages. For example, since the application for
utility model registration is unreviewed, you must obtain a report of utility model technical
opinion to exercise your rights. And the term of the right is 10 years from its filing. However, you
can consult a patent attorney if necessary. If you file with a claim of novelty and inventive step,
you will increase your chances of obtaining a report of utility model technical opinion containing
a positive view. If you make a ‘conversion to a patent application,” you can extend the term of the
right to 20 years.

Therefore, depending on how you use it, the utility model registration system can be a

great help to your business.



