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COVID-19 brought about undeniable changes. But the confusion was smaller than
expected. Because our industry has already had a technical basis to support Untact society. It is
just unexpected that the changes advanced rapidly than we thought.

The number of telecommuters has been increased, while the work efficiency has not
gone down. We can take counsel with an inventor by video call system. We are finding a way to
coexist with the COVID-19. Of course, the COVID-19 restricts our consumption and daily lives.
It directly causes a decline in sales. The effects will extend over the intellectual property industry.
I shall think, however, it is just temporary and transitional decline on the business ecological
system.

The Korean Intellectual Patent Office does not try to revise the IP system
fundamentally by contrast to the business world facing great changes. The KIPO supports
IP-backed security, reduction a fee, and relief the non-observance of time limit for the applicants
suffering from a COVID-19 pandemic. Also, it issues the IP information magazine relating to the
virus and the report of an IP trend on diagnosis and treatment of infectious diseases.

I shall expect that an Untact society brought about COVID-19 will continue after
COVID-19 pandemic. It will promote the development of IT technologies and IP applications.
For example, an increase of business and service in non-face-to-face requires high-level security
based on blockchain technology. Such a trend in the business world will not change the IP
industry directly and immediately. But, in a new business ecological system, we may encounter a
new technological idea beyond the extent of an existing IP system. So we should watch changes

in business and technology closely and arrange to reorganize the IP protection system.

(Translated by TIIP)



