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Marxian economics is often characterized by its academic interest in examining
why the economic growth in the capitalist society is bound to be disrupted by an abrupt eco-
nomic crisis. This field is known as the theory of crisis. It is usually maintained that the capital-
ism was established in the 19th century England, where people were faced with decennial
crises. Since then, capitalist societies have experienced a number of global economic crises
such as the Great Depression in the 1930s and stagflation in the 1970s. Marxian economics has
provided a unique analytical perspective to those phenomena.

In contrast, Marxian economists have paid little attention to the environmental cri-
sis. It was only recently that there emerged some ecological studies from Marxian perspectives,
and Kohei Saito’s monograph, Karl Marx’s Ecosocialism (Monthly Review Press, 2017 ; its
complete edition was released in Japanese in 2019) is one of the few attempts. However, we
have not yet sufficient economic analysis into ecological issues in Marxian economics.

It is easy to observe some relations between the economic growth and the environ-
mental problems. Nevertheless, it must be difficult to answer whether there is the relationship
between the economic crisis and the ecological crisis. In addition, the environmental issues dif-
fer in various ways as the phenomena of economic crises do. Our current crisis, appearing as
the COVID-19 infectious crisis, can also be regarded as one types of ecological crises.

The economic crises have revealed the historical features of the economy and soci-
ety at the time. Indeed, this relation must be true to the ecological crises. We could obtain more
comprehensive and consistent understandings of our age through investigating the features of

and the relationship between the two crises, economic and ecological.



