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COVID-19 compliance from the perspective of
intellectual property activities

Chairman, Towa Institute of Intellectual Property
Representative Director, President, Patent Attorney, Towa International Patent Firm

Takashi Tsuno

The global spread of COVID-19 has caused serious damage to the global economy,
which has been nurtured over the years, and is forcibly restraining people's daily lives, greatly
changing the nature of the economy and society. Japan is no exception to this trend, with masks
becoming mandatory, teleworkers rapidly increasing, offices becoming deserted, restrictions
imposed on travel in and out of Japan, various industries and supply chains being hit, and the
majority of small and medium-sized companies suffering from deteriorating business
performance. As a result, the Tokyo Olympics scheduled for 2020 will be severely hampered, the
gross domestic product (GDP) will plummet, and even if the supply of vaccine products is
sufficient, there is an urgent need for the power of "change" to survive in the new era after the
Corona disaster.

While countries around the world are advocating sustainable growth on a global scale
(SDGs), it is no exaggeration to say that the recent coronary disaster has prompted the need for
"change" that is indispensable for overcoming this challenge, more rapidly and boldly than ever
before in all fields, including society, the economy, and the environment.

In other words, even if the Corona disaster transforms our social lives and makes it
difficult to draw a vision for the future based on the past, it is also the greatest opportunity for us
to create new value by focusing on our own "transformation" in order to survive in the new
society, economy, and environment.

In the midst of such social trends, Toyota Motor Corporation, which has grown to
become a major global corporation, is developing a "futuristic city" named "Woven City" at the
foot of Mount Fuji, which is also a symbol of our country, and has embarked on a city
development project using cutting-edge technology that incorporates a mechanism to connect
automated vehicles, infrastructure, and housing through an advanced communication network.

This trend is also very much in line with the field of activities related to intellectual
property.



Journal of Towa Institute of Intellectual Property Vol.13, No.1 7

According to the Japanese government, the world will not "return to normal" after the
corona disaster subsides, but the common sense of the "pre-new corona" era will be replaced by a
"new normal" in many aspects of the economy and society, and intellectual property strategies to
realize such a new normal are an urgent issue.

On the other hand, the declaration by domestic and foreign companies, research
institutes, and individuals in support of the new coronavirus that they will not exercise their
intellectual property rights in Japan or abroad against acts such as development, manufacturing,
and sales for the purpose of ending the spread of the new coronavirus infection is a landmark.

In addition, not a few small and medium-sized companies have begun to formulate
new intellectual property strategies, using the intellectual property they have cultivated to date as
their "core. Specifically, they are not only acquiring patent rights as a basic business defense
against counterfeit products and building barriers to entry to stop new competitors and substitute
products, but are also pursuing the following strategies : (1) increasing the value of their new
products and services through branding and design development, and protecting them with
various rights such as trademark rights and design rights. In addition to building barriers to entry,
they are also launching IP strategies such as (1) increasing the value of their new products and
services through branding and design development, and at the same time protecting them with
various rights such as trademark and design rights, or (2) protecting their unique domain by
incorporating service and consumable providers related to their fitness business into their ranks
and increasing the number of collaborators.

In the midst of these new trends in intellectual property, we at Towa International
Patent Firm, while adhering to our belief in the "15 articles of patent usefulness in business," will
take the Corona disaster as an "opportunity for change" and will do our utmost to help you in your
intellectual property activities. Furthermore, we hope to provide you with flexible and speedy
support for your global intellectual property activities by strengthening organic cooperation with
local patent offices in Europe, the United States, and Asia. We look forward to working with you

in the future.



