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When considering the UN’s 17 SDGs, SDG9 has as its core, innovation (Industry,
innovation and infrastructure). Other SDGs are linked with IPRs, in particular patents. These are
SDG3 (Good health and well-being), SDG6 (Clean water and sanitation), SDG7 (Affordable and
clean energy), SDGS8 (Decent work and economic growth), SDG11 (Sustainable cities and
communities), SDG12 (Responsible consumption and production), SDG13 (Climate action).

In 2019, the EU published “Sustainable development in the European Union -
Overview of progress towards the SDGs in an EU context”. The EU identifies that regular
monitoring of progress towards the SDGs in an EU context is considered essential (https: //
ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/4031688/9925908/KS-02-19-166-EN-N.pdf/e985fa37-b510-
4cae-b30e-c247989163d9). This regular monitoring is based on an EU SDG indicator set,
developed in cooperation with partners and stakeholders. One indicator set used by the EU
measures for each reference period (calendar year), the number of applications filed with the
European Patent Office (EPO) regardless of whether they are granted or not. The number of
applications include direct European applications filed in the reference year (Direct) and
international (PCT) applications for which the applicant(s) opted to enter the European regional
phase (PCT regional) (https : //ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/metadata/en/sdg_09_40_ esmsip2.
htm).

With regard to the environment and sustainability, the European Patent Office (EPO)
has been involved with various projects. As a consequence of its adherence to the Eco-
Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS) (https: //www.epo.org/about-us/office/social-
responsibility/environment.html), as well as reducing the EPO’s own environmental impact, other
indirect environment aspects have been achieved including a dedicated patent classification
scheme for climate change mitigation or adaption technologies. In cooperation with the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the EPO has produced studies on patent trends in
climate change mitigation technologies. The EPO has also cooperated with the International
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Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA).

Taking one example, batteries play a central role in moving towards clean energy. In
the last few years, there has been a big increase in innovations in this field. Together with the
International Energy Agency (IEA), the EPO carried out a study on batteries and electrical
storage. The results were published in September 2020 (https : /www.epo.org/news-events/
news/2020/20200922.html). The report shows : “that batteries account for nearly 90% of all
patenting activity in the area of electricity storage, and that the rise in innovation is chiefly driven
by advances in rechargeable lithium-ion batteries used in consumer electronic devices and electric
cars. Electric mobility in particular is fostering the development of new lithium-ion chemistries
aimed at improving power output, durability, charge/discharge speed and recyclability.
Technological progress is also being fuelled by the need to integrate larger quantities of renewable
energy such as wind and solar power into electricity networks.”

Taking a further example, a study published by the EPO in February 2021, and in
cooperation with the European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO) highlights the
economic benefits of intellectual property rights, especially for small businesses (https : /www.
epo.org/news-events/news/2021/20210208.html). The study further reveals that: “companies
which own at least one patent, registered design or trade mark generate on average 20% higher
revenues per employee than companies which do not own any of those intellectual property rights
(IPRs). Moreover, these IPR-owning companies were found to be paying 19% higher wages on

”»

average than other companies.” Leading on from this finding, the most recent filing statistics
from the EPO for European patent filings reports that in 2019, the EPO received more than
181,000 applications, a rise on the previous year. There was a large increase in the filing of
applications for digital technologies, driven by 5G and AI (https : //www.epo.org/news-events/
press/annual-results.html).

At the patent attorney level, patent firms in Europe endeavour to keep abreast of new
technologies from the technical point of view, but also in view of the developing jurisprudence in
these fields. Such new technologies are related to, for example, artificial intelligence.

The fundamental shift in the automobile industry towards electromobility and
connectivity as well as the increasing patent density in cars prompted the German automobile
industry to call for a reform of the patent litigation system on a national level. The German
lawmaker recently presented a draft bill inter alia to implement an express proportionality
requirement for the grant of an injunction based on patent infringement that allows taking also
third parties’ interests into account. This change of law is expected to allow for a more balanced
and flexible approach towards patent disputes where SDGs would be affected by automatic

injunctions against the manufacture and sale of cars and other complex products when the
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patented invention relates to a limited element thereof. The amended law is likely to be enacted
within 2021.

Whilst a prediction as to where the world will be with respect to the UN ~ s 17 SDGs
in 2030 is beyond the scope of this article, from a European point of view, the awareness of the

principles behind the SDGs is on the rise!



