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The Korean government, under the leadership of the Ministry of Environment, has
established the Korean Sustainable Development Goals (K-SDGs), which are periodically
evaluated and reported to the public, and the Sustainable Development Act enacted in 2015
mandates the establishment and evaluation of sustainable development plans not only at the
national level but also at the local government level.

On the other hand, major companies such as Samsung, LG, and Hyundai have also
announced their sustainable management. Corporate sustainable management activities largely
include research and development to minimize carbon emissions through technological
innovation, the use of renewable energy sources for factory energy, and efforts to improve the
working environment. From a corporate standpoint, it would be most desirable to align the
direction of its own commercial operations with the SDGs.In the past, eco-friendly technology
has been focused on manufacturing technology, but recently there seems to be a great deal of
focus on achieving eco-friendly effects through more efficient product materials and energy
consumption.

While the number of patent applications for environmentally friendly technologies is
increasing, the support policy of the Korean Patent Office seems to be relatively lacking. Aside
from making green technology and pollution prevention technology eligible for accelerated
examination, there are few special support policies in place. It is inspiring that the government
has recently announced that it will strengthen its "intellectual property-based R&D strategy
support" for companies selected through the "Green Innovation Enterprise Growth Support
Program" to create high value-added patents using patent data. However, it seems necessary to
put in place a more stable and long-term support policy for the intellectual property aspect.
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