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The earth is the home not only of living humans, but also of their descendants and all
life on earth. By the way, the concept of "sustainability" seems to be the most important. It is
controversial whether intellectual property(IP) is involved in all SDGs (WIPO meeting,
November 4, 2016), but the author believes that IP is involved in all SDGs because it is related to
all human creations besides patents, and introduces IP activities related to SDGs in Korea.

First and foremost, expressions such as SDGs and sustainable development are
increasingly being talked about not only in the media but also in the field of IP. At first, I was
doubtful whether the SDGs had anything to do with IP, but after a while, the expressions became
familiar to me, and I began to have an image of the matters necessary to achieve those goals.

There has been an increase in organized activities in the fields of biotechnology,
pharmaceuticals, seeds, etc. on the role of IP in helping to maintain biodiversity.

ODA-related areas of government spending are also being fine-tuned and more
research is being conducted. For example, new recruitment issues for the Ministry of Science and
ICT in 2021 and 2022 include advanced research on global issues and joint research to solve
problems in open countries. These activities have started in schools and local governments, not on
a national scale.

Increasingly, companies are marking IP of SDGs-related technologies and treating it
differently from general IP within the company. For example, marked intellectual property may
be cooperated with competitors or transferred free of charge.

At the moment, the speed of the initiatives seems to be slow, as many cases start with
activities of public organizations, but gradually the movement will spread to all companies,
organizations, towns, and people.

(Translated by TIIP)



