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In 2018, the government of South Korea has set out practical goals named the
K-SDGs. It includes five major strategies : a society where everyone can live like a human
being, clean environment that can be enjoyed by all generations, economic growth that improves
the quality of life, protection of human rights and inter-Korean peace and strengthened global
cooperation. On the other hand, the government has been promoting the Korean New Deal
policies since 2020, aiming to stimulate the economy in the post-COVID-19 era and find future
growth engines while complying with the K-SDGs framework.

The Korean New Deal includes the Green New Deal for climate actions. The Green
New Deal in Korea aims to decarbonise the industrial structure depending on fossil fuel and
create jobs in the process. In particular, the government plans to provide investment and
institutional support for the development and commercialisation of the technologies on renewable
energies such as solar and wind power and hydrogen fuel cell.

In terms of intellectual property rights, the Patent Office gives priority to patent
applications directly related to green technology and provides rapid patent prosecution and
protection for them. The green technology, as defined in the Framework Act on Low Carbon,
Green Growth, refers to technology that minimizes emissions of greenhouse gases and pollutants
through the efficient use of energy and resources in all processes of social and economic activity.
These include, for example, greenhouse gas reduction technology, energy efficiency technology,
clean production technology, clean energy technology, resource recycling and pro-environmental
technology.

However, for the Green New Deal to be successful, more specific support is needed to
secure good quality patents on core technologies. The active support required includes, for
example, big data analysis using patent information, diagnosis of the patent technology holdings
of Korean and foreign companies, understanding of the competence of Korean companies, and
support to prepare for R&D by the industry on intellectual property rights.
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