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As one of the systems and means to implement and promote the SDGs, "support for
companies that contribute to the achievement of the SDGs in developing countries" has been
proposed, and one of them is "strengthening anti-counterfeiting measures. Specifically, to support
the overseas expansion of Japanese companies, the government has pledged to establish a
relationship of cooperation and collaboration with the governments of countries where IPR
infringement has occurred and to encourage improvements so that the results to be obtained are
not undermined by counterfeit products.

This move is beneficial to the IP protection of right-holder companies and is
welcomed. However, by nature, IP protection should be carried out by the right-holder companies
themselves, and not by public institutions such as government agencies (in fact, only the right-
holder companies can exercise their rights). It is easy to neglect one's own efforts in anticipation
of the actions of public institutions, but it is important for rights-holder companies themselves to
have an awareness and strategy to realize IP protection on their own by making good use of public
institutions, rather than leaving it to public institutions.

There are always reasons for the appearance of counterfeit products, and these reasons
vary from company to company, product to product, and country to country. It is essential to
correctly understand the damage situation of your company and respond with the right tactics. If
you don't know what the damage is, the first step to take is to find out.

The objectives of anti-counterfeiting measures vary from company to company, but
"to realize the SDGs" should be added as one of the objectives.

(Translated by TIIP)



