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The Industrial Structure Council of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry
(METI) studied the state of industrial property rights policy in 2020 and released the results of the
study on February 3, 2012.

Since the IPR system is often amended based on the results of the study by the
Industrial Structure Council, this paper introduces excerpts from the results of the study by the
Industrial Structure Council that may be of particular interest to applicants.

(1) Patent system

In order to optimize the burden of examination processing, "multi-multiple claims"
should be restricted, taking into account the perspective of international harmonization.

(2) Design system

+ The design version of PPH will be introduced.

« The requirements for filing divisional applications (e.g., when divisional applications
can be filed, what parts of a design can be changed, etc.) should be relaxed after sufficient
discussion with users.

(3) Trademark system

+ By the end of FY2022, the first action should be set at 6.5 months and the time to
obtain rights should be set at 8 months. To achieve this goal, private searchers and fixed-term
examiners will be utilized, and applications with less examination burden and applications that
are not subject to reasons for refusal will be encouraged.

(4) Procedures at the Patent Office

+ Consideration should be given to digitizing all application procedures.

+ Review the fee structure in order to maintain and improve JPO services.

(Translated by TIIP)



