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< Taiwan >

TIPO’s Measures to the Spread of COVID-19

Lee and Li, Attorneys at Law
Patent attorney

Tzu-Lien Ou

Governments in different countries have imposed city lockdowns and restrictions on
foreign traffic in response to the global spread of COVID-19 from the beginning of 2020. This
has affected not only economic activities but also the field of intellectual property. In view of this
situation, patent offices around the world are taking measures to reduce the impact on patent
application and prosecution handling.

The Taiwan Intellectual Property Office (TIPO), in consideration of the situation
outside Taiwan, has also implemented the following two measures : extension of deadlines and
remote interview.

1. Extension of deadlines

From 4 May 2020, the TIPO has taken the following measures in cases of expiration
of deadlines due to COVID-19. And, In general, the TIPO would be lenient in light of the specific
circumstances of the case.

(1) Statutory Period

In accordance with Paragragh 2, Article 17 of the Patent Act, the applicant
can request for reinstatements by explaining how the statutory period was delayed due to COVID-
19 and attaching the relevant supporting documentation.

(2) Specified Period

If the applicant delayed the specified period due to COVID-19, the
relevant actions can be supplemented before the dismissal decision is served by the TIPO. In
addition, if the applicant considers that the original specified period needs to be extended, the
applicant can apply to the TIPO for an extension of the specified period by providing the relevant
documentation. In general, the TIPO will extend the original specified period for another month.
More than one month may also be extended, depending on the specific case.

2. Remote Interview
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Normally, the applicants or parties under the procedures of an application examination
or invalidation trial can explain the case directly to the examiner in charge during an interview at
the Patent Office. However, since the beginning of 2020, applicants and agents outside Taiwan
have not been able to attend the interviews in person. The TIPO, from 1 November 2020, has
allowed applicants to communicate with local agents remotely using communication devices in
the interview room in the Patent Office.

The remote interview allows the applicant to communicate only with the local agent
but not with the examiner directly. Nevertheless, it can be expected to be almost as effective as a

face-to-face interview.

As mentioned above, the TIPO has taken beneficial measures for applicants to reduce
as much as possible the disadvantages on patent application and prosecution due to COVID-19.

In particular, the remote interview is a method of indirectly but in real-time
communicating the applicant’s views to the examiner and is expected to be effective in patent
examinations. As entry to Taiwan is currently restricted, this measure is of high value to foreign
applicants.

When foreign applicants face problems on patent application and prosecution in

Taiwan due to COVID-19, we suggest making active use of the above measures.

(Translated by TIIP)



