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Patent Application by National University
(Of Top Universities for Grant Allocations)

Daido University, Associate Professor

Kei Somaya

The environment surrounding national universities has become increasingly difficult
since they were incorporated under the National University Corporation Law (enacted in 2003).
In particular, the amount of operating expenses granted by the state has been decreasing for the
last ten years since the incorporation. To compensate for the decrease in grants, national
universities have been actively trying to raise tuition fees and obtain external funding.
Furthermore, the number of patent applications filed by universities has increased more than 2.5
times in the two years since 2003 (Japan Patent Office Annual Report 2015), to promote their
research results to companies and generate patent income. The number of patent applications fell
t0 6,561 in 2013 and has since remained between 7,000 and 8,000.

Such statistics for whole the universities are reported annually, but there are only a
few reports on trends in patent applications for individual universities. Therefore, this article
investigates the application trend of each university based on the number of applications from
2010 to 2019, in which the top eight universities in the allocation of management expenses grants
(Tokyo, Kyoto, Tohoku, Osaka, Kyushu, Tsukuba, Hokkaido and Nagoya) are included in the
“applicant/right holder/author affiliation”. Figure 1 shows the number of applications per year in
which each university was involved (as of 20 August 2021). The applications have remained flat
overall, but in 2019 it has fallen significantly in the 2019 academic year, except the University of
Tsukuba. This figure may be due not only to the fact that some applications filed during the year
have not yet been published but also to the fact that the infectious disease epidemic has caused a
major slowdown in research and development and its administrative work. The University of
Tsukuba may have been less affected by the infection because it is the only one of the eight
universities not located in a major metropolitan area.

The University of Tokyo, which has the largest allocation of grant funding, submitted
fewer applications than Tohoku University in 2010 but has made the most applications since

2011. It files around 350 applications every year, except for the year 2019. The number of
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applications filed by Tohoku University was 426 in 2010 has remained between 300 and 350 since
then. The number is less than Osaka University for the last two years. The number of applications
filed by Kyoto University, Kyushu University, Hokkaido University and the University of
Tsukuba has shown little change over the past ten years, although there have been some increases
and decreases. Finally, applications by Nagoya University have fallen sharply since 2018. This
may be due to the change in the application corporation, as Nagoya University merged its school
corporation with Gifu University to form the Tokai National Higher Education and Research

System.
(Translated by TIIP)
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