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Labor is one of the fundamental concepts in economics. In particular, classical and
Marxian political economy considers labor as a source of commodity value. They assume that
labor is theoretically reduced to the simplified wage labor that produces tangible goods. Based on
this assumption, labor can be simply measured in terms of time. As a result, labor time can be a
measurement unit independent of fluctuations of supply and demand in the market. Thus, labor is
regarded as a foundation of value, a concept distinguished from the price determined in the
market (labor theory of value).

Most of the labor concerning intellectual property (IP) is far from the above type of
labor, “productive, simple wage labor.” Recent Marxian economics tries to enhance the concept of
labor, thereby capturing labor that does not result in tangible goods: indeed, Marx himself
originally uses a much broader concept of labor ; “Labour is, first of all, a process between man
and nature, a process by which man, through his own actions, mediates, regulates and controls the
metabolism between himself and nature.” (Capital, Vol.1) This is a purposive human activity in
general. Meanwhile, the labor theory of value is under reconsideration : we cannot say that the
more labor is put, the more valuable IP is.

However, the recently enhanced definition of labor is not yet systematically theorized.
The former “productive, simple wage labor” model is intimately connected to the labor theory of
value. When this connection is severed, what does labor explain?

The issues of IP should be one of the main spheres regarding this question: the
relation between technology and labor, the inner structure of the invention process, cooperation
across companies in producing patents. Reconstructing the Marxian theory of labor can lead to a

systematic framework of analyzing these issues.



