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On 1 September 2021, the Digital Agency was established in the Cabinet with the aim
of “assisting the Cabinet, together with the Cabinet Secretariat, in its work on the formation of a
digital society and to ensure the speedy and focused execution of its administrative tasks”. It will
promote digital transformation (DX) in public administration services.

The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry’s DX report points to the challenge of
the “2025 Digital Cliff” to focus on the renewal of systems. The promotion of DX, including
making systems innovation a top management priority, embracing Al and other digital
technologies, and shifting human resources to the most advanced digital technology fields, is
expected to have the effect of boosting real GDP by 130 trillion yen by 2030.

The promotion of DX will facilitate the use of big data and further accelerate the
adoption of Al technology. According to the Report 2021 by Conference toward AI Network
Society, more than 70% of companies are using data in some way in their operations, and 5-8%
are using Al for data processing. In addition, the vision of Society 5.0, where big data collected
from physical space is analyzed by Al in cyberspace, and useful analysis results bring new value
to industry and society, is also expected to lead to the development of Al technology.

On these backgrounds, there is a clear need to promote the protection and the
utilization of Al technology as a patent. According to the JPO’s “Recent Trends in Al-related
Inventions” (August 2021), the number of applications for Al-related inventions in Japan has
continued to increase every year since 2014. Looking overseas, the number of them (applications
with GO6N) in the U.S. and China is particularly high. In 2018, there were 1,197 applications for
Al-related inventions in Japan, 10,692 in the U.S. and 13,840 in China. As the use of Al

technology continues to grow, the need to deal with Al-related inventions will increase.



