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Amendments to the system effective April 2022

Towa International Patent Firm
Director, Patent Attorney

Hiroaki Tsuno

The system and Examination Guidelines for Patent and Utility Model in Japan have
been partially revised effective April 2022. This report introduces some of the revisions that we

consider to be particularly important.

1. Restriction of Multi-Multiple Claims
The Ministerial Order restricting multi-multiple claims will take effect on April 1,
2022,
This revision of the Ministerial Ordinance was made for the following reasons :
(1) When multi-multiple claims are repeated, the number of combinations increases
exponentially, which creates a burden in grasping the invention.
(2) Multi-multiple claims are not allowed in the U.S., China, and Korea, so it is necessary to
describe the claims in a format corresponding to each country's system, which increases the

burden of dealing with such claims.

Note that the restriction on multi-multiple claims will apply to applications filed on or
after April 1, 2022.

2. Revision of JPO fees
Effective April 1, 2022, (a) patent fees, (b) trademark registration fees, and (c) fees
related to international applications will be increased. For details, please refer to the website of

Japan Patent Office.
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