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Patent Applications and Examinations of
Converging Technologies
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Converging technologies are now being incorporated across various fields. For the
patent examinations of such technologies, the Korean Intellectual Property Office, or KIPO,
already established an examination bureau dedicated to the converging technologies, and it has
also developed the examination guidelines. In order to cope with the recent sophistication of the
converging technologies, KIPO has begun implementation of the consensus-based consultative
examination by three examiners, and this system has achieved the Excellence Award and Grand
Prize in Public Administration and Policy.

An analysis report issued by a consulting organization reveals the effectiveness of the
three-examiner’s consultative examination system : it shows through in-depth interviews with
clients that the consultative examination system by three examiners was rated higher than the
independent examination system by a single examiner in all aspects of satisfaction, trust, speed of
examination, time taken by examiners on the procedure of the statement of opinion, understanding
of the technology, and agreement with the patentability decision.

Meanwhile, a framework to accommodate the converging technologies is also
becoming essential at a patent firm level. Some patent firms have already established a framework
in which patent attorneys with different technical backgrounds cooperate with each other to deal
with converging technologies. At our firm, a separate team has been formed to manage the
cooperative work to flexibly deal with the converging technologies in a faster and more efficient
manner. This team does not have a dedicated client on its own, but is brought into another team
when technical cooperation is necessary.

Converging technologies are our future, and they continue to be more sophisticated.
As such, the Patent Office as well as individual patent firms will have to become more
sophisticated along with these technologies.

(Translated by TIIP)



