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Korean companies are gradually increasing the number of their foreign applications.
The latest newspaper articles report on the high number of them for Hyundai Mobis (A012330).
Hyundai Mobis simply announced that it will file eighty per cents of its domestic applications
abroad. Regardless of the size of the proportion and the cost, the reason for filing is naturally for
export and to prevent patent infringement.

The number of foreign applications filed by the companies I work with is very high,
but the number of divisional applications is even more astonishing. For one national application,
there are often more than forty divisional applications. Some national patent cases show this trend
even though they are not standard patents, and I have more than forty such cases. There are
several reasons why divisional applications are filed : to compensate for the insufficiency of
single patent registration, to re-examine an idea that has been rejected, or to register separately
the multiple technologies that the idea contains. Due to these various factors, the actual filing
situation has changed rapidly.

It is worth noting that the patent systems of different countries are in different
positions, some of which are free to file divisional or grand-divisional applications, while others
do not allow them. For your reference, I shall sort out these countries. Divisional applications are
available in the US, Europe, Japan, Canada, Australia, Malaysia, and Korea. In these countries, it
is also available to turn a divisional application into a further divisional application. On the other
hand, divisional applications are not possible in China, Mexico, India, Indonesia, and Brazil. And
it is also probably impossible in Vietnam, although the system is legally unclear. It is natural for
each country to have its policy. This is because each policy is influenced by the extent of
technological development, attitudes towards technological protection, and industry protection.

Finally, and unfavourably, there appears to be some relationship between changes in
the patent strategies of companies, changes in the support given by developed countries to
underdeveloped countries, and a leaning to the right of the countries.

(Translated by TIIP)



