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In Japan, the term “mechanized large-scale industry” is well-known. This is taught in
the history class in the school and placed as a full-fledged form of modern industry, which
replaces the putting-out system and the manufacture. While the putting-out system is regarded as
a pre-modern form and the manufacture as a transitory form from the pre-modern, the
“mechanized large-scale industry” is completed as the industrial revolution is implemented. This
historical development is a common sense in Japan.

It was allegedly Marxian political economy that spread this story in Japan. In Capital
Vol. 1, Chapters 13 to 15 are titled “Cooperation,” “Division of Labor and Manufacture,” and
“Machinery and Large-scale Industry” respectively. Here Marx depicts a similar development,
maintaining that “machinery does away with co-operation based on handicrafts, and with
manufacture based on the division of handicraft labour.” (Marx Engels Collected Works, Vol. 35,
p. 462)

Nevertheless, we cannot find the term “mechanized large-scale industry” in Capital.
As the title of Chapter 15 is “Machinery and Large-scale Industry,” Marx basically deals with the
machinery and large-scale industry separately. Here, the mechanization does not necessarily mean
deskilling. On the other hand, the conception of “mechanized large-scale industry” reminds us of
enormous automaton operated with unskilled workers. As a result, we often undervalue the pattern
of mechanization in which the high skill is indispensable for operating the machinery. We find the
similar one-sidedness in the view like “artificial intelligence supersedes the jobs.” Le mort saisit
le vif!



