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A multidisciplinary approach, which is a practice developed in medicine where the
specialists from multiple fields perform diagnosis and treatment within the scope of their
respective specialties for a given topic, seems a useful method for those involved in the field of
intellectual property, especially today when the interdisciplinary research and development results
are being achieved one after another.

What is perhaps important here, in the process of each expert’s setting a goal in their
own fields of expertise in parallel and combining the respective outcomes into one IP, e.g.,
documentation of an invention for a patent application, is to have an awareness and understanding
of each other's fields of expertise so that the sufficient interface between experts can be ensured.

For example, if the invention is about building a system by combining “inductive”
invention in the field of chemistry, Al, etc. and a “deductive” invention in the field of electricity,
machinery, etc., the experts working together will need to consider and coordinate which aspects
should be described as an invention to be patented, how they should be combined, what should be
protected as know-how or database, and how the technologies effective for promotion should be
expressed, by taking into account the future business strategies as well.

Presumably, those involved in the IP field, not all but many, will be required in the
future to have a wider range of knowledge than merely understanding technologies and also
project management skills to organize such knowledge.

It will also be an important step to have clients recognize that the IP management that
applies a multidisciplinary approach has greater added value than the conventional management.



