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The recent COVID-19 pandemic, the Russian invasion of Ukraine and repeated
interest rate hikes in the US have made the business environment in the 2020s even more
unpredictable than in the 2010s.Under these circumstances, the outlook for corporate IP activities
also seems to be uncertain.

However, at least for patent applications to the Japan Patent Office, the ‘(Super-)
Accelerated Examination System’ can give you some outlook on acquiring rights. The
‘Accelerated Examination System’ allows applications under examination that satisfy the
prescribed requirement to receive a(n) Office Action / Notice of allowance earlier than usual.
Normally, it takes about one year to receive a(n) Office Action / Notice of allowance, but using
this system makes it about three months. As for the ‘Super-Accelerated Examination System’, it
takes only one month. However, the Super-Accelerated Examination System has stricter
requirements for using this system and requires faster OA response than the regular Accelerated
Examination System. Therefore, you should be consider carefully about the use of the Super-
Accelerated Examination System.

If you apply for the Accelerated Examination System within six months of filing your
application, you will receive a(n) Office Action/ Notice of allowance within nine months from
the date of filing. Earlier receipt of an Office Action enables applicants to take a wider range of
actions in response to it. For example, it may be possible to respond to the Office Action, to
convert the patent application to a utility model registration (application), or to file a new patent
application of the improved technology using a priority right or other applications to build up IP
portfolio.

The Accelerated Examination System clears the outlook for acquiring rights and also
promotes the consideration of second and third applications. In this way, you will be able to build
IP portfolio that is ready for the VUCA era.



