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IP is a right, which includes the process of working to acquire the right and the process
of making use of the acquired right. Of course, there could be a different point of view from this,
but what is certain is that it takes time to obtain the rights and that it becomes certain after the
rights are obtained.

I would like to indicate a few considerations that an applicant should have during the
rights acquisition process.

First, even in the VUCA environment, I think it is now important not to give up on the
clarity of the purpose of the patent application. For example, if the purpose is to attack a
competitor's product and patents, you must decide that you are willing to rewrite the invention-
related documentation provided by the inventor and file a patent application.

Second, I think it is also important to create a patent scenario. It is possible that a
company at a different level than your company may develop a product that takes advantage of
the same patent. Patent engineers should strive to have a scenario regarding the patents they
obtain.

This requires extensive and in-depth research of the facts on which the patent is based,
as well as the creation of objectives and scenarios based on those facts. There are rather few
technologies in the world that have only a bright side. For example, if we build a nuclear power
plant, its waste disposal site is obviously indispensable. I would like to point out that even that
fact should be the basis for the project. Incidentally, I think it is necessary to plan for objectives
and scenarios by long, medium, and short time periods. This will make it even more possible to
change the rationale and scenarios in response to VUCA.

Finally, I believe that a patent corresponding to a rule or manual will be necessary.
Here, a rule or manual is something that is based on the company's position, taking into account
the overall direction of society, trends in the technology to be patented, and the opinions of the
industry and its engineers. For example, the current patented technology of all solid-state batteries
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requires further innovation in the future, so it is important to keep the number of related
applications as low as possible, while also keeping as many applications pending as possible after
the patent is granted.

(Translated by TIIP)



