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The environment surrounding our country is in a state of upheaval, with the prolonged
impact of the new coronavirus, the international community undergoing major changes, and the
problem of global warming advancing year by year.

In the midst of these social trends, the Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) this
March released a country-by-country ranking of advanced technologies that form the foundation
of our economy, society, and security. This was the result of a survey of the number of citations
and patents granted for influential papers published between 2018 and 2022 for 44 items,
including energy, artificial intelligence (Al), space, and defense. The shocking reality was
reported that while China ranked first in 37 items and the U.S. ranked first in 7 items, including
quantum computational computing and vaccines, Japan ranked in the top 5 in only 4t items,
including nuclear power and quantum sensors.

The Japanese government will promote support for startups, which will be the bearers
of innovation for the mid- to long-term growth of the Japanese economy, and will also expand
investment in science and technology by promoting the technological development of next-
generation semiconductors through Japan-US collaboration, strengthening support for drug
discovery and biotechnology, quantum and Al, and green industries, such as cloud computing and
cyber security. The country is also making efforts toward the realization of a digital society by
securing infrastructure and developing digital human resources, including in the fields of
semiconductors and storage batteries.

In order to respond to this trend, it is an urgent task for those involved in intellectual
property in Japan to quickly break free from the stagnation in the number of Japanese patent
applications over the past 20 years, which has been described as an intellectual property ice age,
and to make a full and earnest effort to create intellectual property that is useful to the world.

Aiming to become a technology-driven nation that opens the way to the future, Towa
International Patent Office will make unceasing efforts to be of service to your intellectual
property activities, based on our creed of "15 Articles for Intellectual Property Management".

Thank you for your cooperation.



