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< Korea >

Globalization of Companies and Patent Offices
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In 2021, Korea recorded the fourth-highest number of patent applications in the world
with 237,000. It is noteworthy that the number of patent applications filed in the USA, Japan and
Germany decreased from the previous year, whereas the number in Korea increased. Korea has a
relatively small population and consumer market. Many Korean companies tried to expand
overseas decades ago, but they experienced patent barriers in many countries. In addition, there
were many cases where inventions patented in Korea were rejected abroad.

Companies realized that they needed to obtain patents in countries around the world
for globalization. They also realized that an IPR strategy only considered the Korean patent
system would have low utility.

Currently, many Korean companies decide which country they will apply to at the
invention evaluation stage before applying and change the way to draft the specification
depending on the country to which they are applying. This is why patent attorneys must always be
interested in global IPR trends. Statistics show that the number of applications filed in Korea by
large Korean companies has decreased, while the proportion of their applications filed abroad has
increased significantly.

The KIPO has worked hard to bring its examination standards for patentability in line
with global standards. It quickly introduced a re-examination request system, an extraordinary
claim system and a foreign language filing system. The examination system has also been
improved to enable examiners to reflect prior literature in different languages in their
examinations. It has built up trust that if a patent is granted in South Korea, it is more likely to be
granted in other countries. Examination cooperation schemes concluded with major countries also
help companies build global IPR strategies.

When a company’s global IPR strategy works well, it can continue to invest further in
research and development. This, in turn, induces foreign competitors to file patent applications in
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Korea. This cyclical effect has led to an annual increase in the number of patent applications filed
in Korea by foreign companies.

The globalization of IPR activities is a task that not only companies but also patent
offices and agents have to achieve in a coordinated manner.

(Translated by TIIP)



