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In the Post-COVID Era
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As the world ushers in the "post-corona" age, Japan's Intellectual Property Promotion
Plan highlights the need to harness the power of innovation to address the challenges of
digitalization, green competition, and the economic recovery following the impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic. It emphasizes that the key to success in future intellectual property activities lies in
the investment and utilization of intellectual property (IP) and intangible assets within companies.

Amid rapid changes in economic value sources and industrial structures, sustaining
continuous value creation is a formidable task for businesses. Companies must engage in
independent technological development and leverage open innovation by utilizing intellectual
property created through others' resources.

Furthermore, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs), accounting for 99.7% of
all businesses in Japan, play a vital role as sources of innovation in the innovation ecosystem. To
overcome challenges such as the shortage of information, knowledge, skilled personnel in the
realm of intellectual property, and a lack of funding, it is imperative to strengthen support for
intellectual property utilization by SMEs, thus fostering their revitalization and growth.

In response, the Japan Patent Office has worked towards achieving its ten-year plan,
aiming for an average of ten months for the notification of initial examinations and fourteen
months for the grant of rights by the end of FY2023. The office has also expedited diverse support
measures for start-up companies with innovative ideas and originality, poised to make an impact
on society. Notably, the Accelerated Examination and Super Accelerated Examination processes,
which prioritize the examination of applications upon submission, have achieved the world's
fastest examination times, with an average of 2.3 months and 0.6 months, respectively, until the
notification of the initial examination results.

In these circumstances, Towa International Patent Office remains committed to
assisting you in your intellectual property activities in the "post-corona" era, upholding our
guiding principles outlined in the "15 Articles on Patents Useful in Business." We sincerely

appreciate your ongoing support.



