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This year, the disruption of life and economic stagnation caused by the Covid-19
infection has eased and is gradually showing signs of normalization. As new economic models in
the post-coronary era are being explored, various types of generative Al applications have been
released to the general public, and numerous businesses utilizing Al are being proposed one after
another.

Whether or not the learned models of generative Al and their products should be
subject to protection under patent law has become a point of contention, as well as whether or not
the learning process and products infringe copyright.

In Japan, for example, the 2018 amendment to the Copyright Act provides that "It is
permissible to exploit a work, in any way and to the extent considered necessary, in any of the
following cases, or in any other case in which it is not a person's purpose to personally enjoy or
cause another person to enjoy the thoughts or sentiments expressed in that work ; provided,
however, that this does not apply if the action would unreasonably prejudice the interests of the
copyright owner in light of the nature or purpose of the work or the circumstances of its
exploitation : "(Article 30-4 of the Copyright Act), and in particular, it provides an example of a
case where the work is used for information analysis, such as the learning process of Al.

Therefore, in this issue, we set the viewpoint of "Economic Models in the Post-
Corona Era: Generative Al and New Businesses" and invited contributions from intellectual
property experts around the world from a variety of perspectives.

We hope that this issue will be useful to practitioners and researchers in the field of

intellectual property.



