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With environmental change accelerating in recent years, companies and organizations
need to seek sustainable business models. Especially in the field of intellectual property,
companies are required to have a global social perspective that goes beyond the mere pursuit of
profit, as WIPO GREEN is working to promote the transfer of environmental technologies.

Environmental considerations affect the competitiveness of businesses in their
economic activities, and there is growing interest in the value that environmental and
sustainability perspectives can bring to companies and research institutions, including through the
support of WIPO GREEN.

In April 2021, Japan government announced its ambitious goal of a 46% reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions in FY2030 (compared to FY 2013 levels), consistent with its 2050
carbon neutrality goal, and its continued challenge to reach the 50% mark.

Based on this, on October 22, 2021, the Headquarters for Promotion of Global
Warming Countermeasures decided on “Japan’s NDC (Nationally Determined Contributions)”.
And it was submitted to the Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) on the same day.

With the above situation as a background, the Journal of Towa Institute of Intellectual
Property has adopted the perspective of “sustainable economic activities and intellectual property”
and has received contributions from intellectual property experts from around the world, based on
their various positions. Specific contributions include national IP policies for a sustainable society,
changing corporate IP activities, examination practices for environment-related inventions, and
the relationship between environment-related patents and the economy and society.

We hope that this issue will be useful to practitioners and researchers in the field of

intellectual property.



