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The USPTO’s Climate Change Mitigation Pilot Program fast tracks applications that
meet certain criteria, which are set out below, and waives the prioritized examination fee of
$4,200 ($1,680 small entity). Turn-around time for a first action is 6 months or less for
applications in this program, compared with an average of 16 months for regularly processed
applications.

This program was adopted to support the United States’ goal of net-zero greenhouse
gas emissions by 2050 and as part of the USPTO’s partnership with WIPO GREEN. The program
is an extension of the program initially implemented on June 3, 2022. The program runs from
June 6, 2023, to June 7, 2027, or the date on which the USPTO accepts a total of 4,000 grantable
petitions, whichever comes first. As of February 27, 2024, 821 applications have been filed under
this program, and 583 patents have been granted, which is a 71% grant rate.

This program is available for applications having claims directed to a product or
process that mitigates climate change (i.e., claims correspond with one or more technical concepts
within the subclass Y02A, Y02B, Y02C, Y02D, YO02E, Y02P, YO2T, or YO2W in the CPC
system). The product or process claimed must be designed to: (a) remove greenhouse gases
already present in the atmosphere, (b) reduce and/or prevent additional greenhouse gas emissions,
and/or (c) monitor, track, and/or verify greenhouse gas emission reductions.

The following types of applications are eligible for this program : an original non-
provisional application, a conversion of a provisional application, a non-provisional application
claiming priority under the Paris Convention, a national phase application of a prior international
application designating the U.S., or a non-provisional application that claims the benefit of only
one prior non-provisional application. USPTO Form SB/457 lists additional requirements for
participating in the program. Form SB/457 must be filed within 30 days of the filing of the
application. The program is available to inventors or joint inventors that are not named as an
inventor or a joint inventor on more than 12 other non-provisional applications in which a petition

to make special under this program has been filed.



