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For a long time the United Kingdom government has been trying to encourage
innovation in areas of technology that have environmental benefit. Various grants and tax
incentives are available to companies with a UK base so as to encourage them to invest in
research in this area. However, any company, regardless of their national base, which wishes to
seek patent protection in the UK is able to take advantage on particular incentive. That is the UK
Intellectual Property Office’s (UKIPO’s) "Green" channel.

If you have an invention that you wish to protect, and it has an environmental benefit,
the UKIPO’s green channel is a simple way of ensuring accelerated prosecution of your
application. There is no official fee, and any of the standard procedural steps, such as search,
examination and/or publication, can be accelerated for patent applications covering technology
that has an environmental benefit. An application for use of the green channel is simple and
straightforward. You simply have to write and ask for it and indicate, very briefly, why you
believe your invention has environmental benefits.

Once an application is in the green channel we normally expect, subject to the usual
patentability requirements being met, the application to grant within a year or less. It applies both
to Paris convention filings and ex-PCT applications. It is particularly helpful for the latter as it
can speed up significantly the time the UKIPO takes to start substantive processing of such cases.
It is very popular. Recent research shows that hundreds of UK patent applications use this route
successfully every year. For companies wishing to promote their “green” credentials there is the
additional benefit of a dedicated publication list for such green applications.

If you have applications in this area and want to obtain speedy grant in a major
jurisdiction that can then be used to accelerate prosecution elsewhere (for example by using the
patent prosecution highway process) then the benefits are significant for very little effort.

If you feel this green channel may be of interest then simply get in touch!



