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Switzerland adheres to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and the
Swiss Federal Institute of Intellectual Property (SFIIP) is expected to contribute to the
achievements of these goals. To this end, the SFIIP commissioned the student consultancy ETH
juniors to conduct a research study to examine how the SFIIP can promote sustainable
innovations.

The research study carried out by ETH juniors included a literature review comparing
measures from different countries, expert interviews and the definition of several measures, which
were then discussed with the SFIIP to get a collection of 24 reviewed and qualified measures
which could be taken by the SFIIP alone or together with other organisations to promote
sustainability.

The following six measures available to the SFIIP are considered to be particularly
promising for contributing to the achievements of the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals :

1) Promotion and development of Greentech databases

2) Feedback process on the patent application process

3) Licensing readiness and requirements (Provision of comprehensive information on

licensing conditions and the willingness to licence in the patent registers)

4) Promotion of IP insurance services

5) Survey on IP needs abroad

6) Greentech innovation challenges (Promotion of Greentech innovation challenges

for stimulating the inventiveness of pupils and students)

Some of the suggested measures are related to the provision and dissemination of
information beyond the information which is already disseminated by the SFIIP. Provision and
dissemination of information was always one of the most important tasks of the SFIIP (and other

patent offices worldwide) and could easily be further extended at relatively low costs.
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Measure 3) aims to promote licensing and measure 4) is thought to provide start-ups and SME's
the resources to enforce their intellectual property rights.

The suggested measures are very patent friendly, which is also the prevailing mindset
at the SFIIP and in Switzerland in general. For the time being, national Swiss patents can be
obtained relatively easy and if need be very fast, as there is no novelty and inventive step
examination. This may change in the future as a new patent law introducing novelty and inventive
step examination is in discussion, but the adoption and entering into force of this law will still last

some years, if at all.
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