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In recent years, a large number of companies have adopted the management
philosophy of sustainable management. Korean companies have also set the goal of developing
and introducing environmentally friendly technologies as part of their sustainable management.

It is well known that, under the global trend, patent applications for environmentally
friendly technologies are increasing rapidly. The Korean Intellectual Property Office has long
allowed priority examination applications for patents on environment-related technologies that
meet the prescribed requirements.

Unfortunately, however, policies on IP rights to the development of environmentally
friendly technologies as part of sustainable management are not yet well developed. The KIPO
remains focused on the examination and protection of advanced technologies and does not pay
special attention to the protection of environmentally friendly technologies. The media frequently
report concerns and criticism of the current government’s environmental policy.

Environmentally friendly technologies are seen as hurting company profits in the short
term. In addition, Korean companies do not have a good record in this regard at the moment.
Under these circumstances, it is not easy for the government to emphasise environmentally
friendly policies. However, this should not be ignored for the sake of a sustainable environment.

I hope that the Korean government’s strengthening of support policies will facilitate
the development and use of environmentally friendly technologies by companies. While the
protection of environmentally friendly technologies is important, policies to ensure that such
innovative technologies are widely used are also essential. Policies that can strike an appropriate
balance between protection and use are therefore required. This will only be possible through the

operation of IP rights and the efforts and research of the KIPO and related experts.
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