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< Korea >

Korea’s Efforts at Climate Change and Its Intellectual
Property System

MUHANN Patent & Law Firm
Partner

Peter Sungjin CHUN

Efforts to address global warming and associated climate change are gaining
momentum worldwide. The six major greenhouse gases causing global warming are carbon
dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), dinitrogen monoxide (N20), the CFC gases HFCs, PFCs and
SF6. Of these, CO2 has a lower global warming index than other greenhouse gases, but its
emissions are by far the largest. Indeed, its influence on global warming is far more severe than
CH4 and N20.

In 1992, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
to address global warming and climate change was adopted at the World Environment Summit in
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, under the auspices of the UN Conference on Environment and
Development. It currently has more than 180 member states, with the Korea becoming the 47th
member in 1993. Article 4 of the NUFCCC mandates technology transfer and financial assistance
to developing countries to reduce greenhouse gases.

The Korean Intellectual Property Office is committed to systematically classify green
technologies to address climate change and promote the development of the green technology
sector.

First, the KIPO is in the process of establishing a ‘Korean Patent Classification System
of Green Technologies’. It is cooperating with the five IP Offices, including the Japan Patent
Office, on this system. At the IP 5 Patent Office Directors General Meeting held in the US in June
last year under the theme ‘climate change measures through a comprehensive intellectual property
system’, the KIPO announced a plan to establish a ‘KPC System of Green Technologies’. With this
system, the KIPO plans to systematically organise patent data in the field of green technology,
improve the accuracy and efficiency of prior art searches and effectively grasp trends in patent
applications.

Secondly, the KIPO is implementing an IP finance project to support the

commercialisation of SMEs with promising green technologies.
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Furthermore, the Korean Government has implemented a ‘Green Certification System’
to support companies developing green technologies. Under this system, companies that have
developed green technology can apply for a green certification, which is granted based on a
government evaluation. Companies with green certification are eligible for preferential in
government purchasing contracts, receive points to support their participation in overseas
exhibitions, and receive various other financial benefits, such as preferential loans. Another
benefit is that patent applications in Korea by companies with green certification are eligible for
priority examination and can be examined earlier.

On 15 September last year, the JPO and the KIPO held a bilateral meeting on the
patent law system and established the first working group in the field of patent law and patent
systems between the two countries. One of the subjects discussed at the meeting was the
establishment of a green technology-related patent classification system. In the future, the JPO
and the KIPO will cooperate to establish a green technology patent classification system.

Today, no matter where you are in the world, climate change has to be felt. I hope that
humanity will overcome these challenges wisely.

(Translated by TIIP)



