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In response to global climate change, businesses are increasingly prioritizing the
concept of ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance) sustainable development. Green
technology has gradually become a consensus in technological advancements, prompting various
countries to invest in the development of green industries. In line with this trend, Taiwan
Intellectual Property Office (TIPO) incorporated “green energy technology” invention patents into
the scope of applications eligible for accelerated examination starting from January 1, 2014.
Furthermore, partial revisions were implemented during 2022. The following is a brief
introduction to Taiwan’s current “Accelerated Examination Program for Green Technology

Invention Patents.”

Accelerated Examination Program (AEP)

TIPO implemented the “AEP for Invention Patents” on January 1, 2010. The primary
objective of this program is to reduce the waiting time for the examination of invention patent
applications, rendering applicants patent protection more swiftly. Specifically, starting from
January 1, 2014, patents related to “green energy technology” were included as items eligible for
AEP. Recognizing the significance of advancing sustainable technology, TIPO expanded its scope
further. On January 1, 2022, TIPO revised the term “green energy technology-related” to “green
technology-related,” explicitly stating that the AEP applies not only to “green energy” but also to
a broader spectrum of “green” related technologies. This modification aims to enlarge the
applicability of the AEP for invention patents.

“Green Technology-related”

Applications seeking AEP for patents related to green technology must demonstrate a
direct correlation between the claimed invention and the scope of “green technology.” This
correlation can be established either through the contents of the application, illustrations, or
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supporting materials indicating that the claimed invention falls within the realm covered by “green
technology.” The category of “green technology-related” encompasses two primary domains. One
is innovations in the field of energy conservation, new energy sources, electric vehicles, and the

other is inventions concerning carbon reduction techniques and resource conservation.

Proceed to Request AEP

Applicants seeking AEP for patents related to green technology must wait for a
notification from TIPO indicating that the invention application “will soon be undergoing
substantive examination or re-examination.” Only after receiving such notification can applicants
proceed to submit an request for AEP, for which an official fee of NT$4,000 per case is required.
Additionally, the applicants must provide sufficient documentation demonstrating the relevance
of their application to green technology. It's crucial to note that failure to adhere to the specified
application point mentioned above will result in the application being disqualified from the AEP

process.

The Examination Pendency

In principle, the examination results (a notification of examination opinions, final
notice or written decision of examination) will be issued within 6 months after all the relevant
documents have been received. This process is more advantageous for applicants to expedite
building their patent portfolio.

In a bid to promote the advancement of green technology, TIPO has included it within
the scope of applications eligible for AEP. This strategic move aims to address the issue of
applicants’ reduced willingness to file for patents due to prolonged procedural delays. By doing
so, the initiative seeks to safeguard the rights and interests of holders or owners of green
technology patents.



