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India is an emerging economy that has a vast potential for innovation, creativity, and
growth due to which IPR (intellectual property rights) plays a critical role in sustainable develop-
ment. Moreover, the ecological development refers to a way of meeting the needs of the present
generation without negotiating the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. It
involves the pursuit of economic, social, and environmental goals in a balanced and integrated
manner. Recently, the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted and demonstrated the possibility of
increasing the pace of research, development, and large-scale diffusion of innovations to address
urgent global challenges. While during the pandemic much emphasis was on social-impact inno-
vations (e.g. vaccines and personal protective equipment), we also need ‘green innovations’ to
address climate change and achieve decarbonisation goals. Those include, for instance, more
environment-friendly technologies, products, services, and combinations thereof. Furthermore,
there is also a need for system-changing innovations, policy innovations and innovative business
models that aim to mitigate environmental risks, such as through pollution control, emission
reduction, energy-saving and waste recycling. Digital (e.g. Al-based) sustainable innovations are
likely to play a particular role for sustainability in India. However, the IPR may limit the free flow
of technology that is necessary to promote sustainable development in India. Sustainability-ori-
ented innovations expand the scope of innovation to include environmental as well as social and
economic dimensions.

Moreover, to promote these advanced technologies, such as by using green technol-
ogy, eco-friendly products and the like are promoted by IP laws though commercializing and
licensing in India. The potential benefits of Intellectual Property Rights in promoting sustainable
development are numerous and varied, including the promotion of innovation and creativity,
encouraging technology transfer, promoting access to knowledge, and creating new jobs and pro-
moting economic growth.IPR has the potential to create new jobs and promote economic growth
in India. Intellectual property protection in India encourages the development of new industries
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and businesses, which can create new jobs and promote economic growth. This, in turn, can help
to promote sustainable development by providing people with the means to meet their basic needs

and improve their standard of living.
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