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Today, sustainable management is becoming increasingly important. In this context,
the transition to technologies with a lower environmental impact is rapidly underway. This shows
that environmentally friendly technologies and initiatives are becoming mainstream in business.
On the one hand, this technological transition creates new environmentally friendly business
opportunities. But on the other hand, it is a threat to the sustainability of companies with
conventional technologies. This is because companies with technologies with a high
environmental impact may lose their competitiveness due to the impact of changing regulations
and consumer attitudes.

In a situation where there is a shift towards sustainable technologies, competition is
likely to intensify and new entrants are likely to change the industry. It is therefore important to
adopt a proactive patent application policy to secure and utilize sustainability-related
technologies, for example by obtaining patents in anticipation of the technologies needed by other
companies.

From another perspective, for example, the importance of investment in intellectual
property and intangible assets was reaffirmed in Japan with the revision of the Corporate
Governance Code. This revision reevaluates investment in intellectual property and intangible
assets and emphasizes the importance of companies having these assets.

It is important for companies to disclose to the stakeholders the specific information
on their sustainable management strategy, including the above-mentioned patent application
policy, as the story of their growth strategy, and to link this to increased corporate value. Such
disclosure is usually difficult to achieve by the IP department alone. It therefore requires the
cooperation of corporate planning, investor relations, sustainability promotion, research and
development and business divisions. However, cross-departmental cooperation can entail
difficulties in organising and integrating information. Smooth collaboration across departments
requires guidance and supervision by the head of the organisation.

(Translated by TIIP)



